QUICK GUIDE FOR COMMUNITY FORESTRY ACTIVISTS

A suppl t to C. ities and Forests, the newsletter of the

rban forestry is a critical too/][ar [mi/ding eco/ogi-

ca//y and economica//y sustainable communities.

As more people move to urban areas and as
cities expami ever furtlzer, restoring and maintaining eco/og-
ical health has become a critical aspect afaa{c/ressing socio-
economic issues. A mel‘mpo/ifan area is u/timate/y an/y as
hea/tlzy as its urban and surroum{r'rzg eco/ogy.

Fea[era/funding has /ong been a sigmﬁcant source
ofsupport for focal Zmi/a7fng projects such as lziglzway and Z?ria’ge construc-
tion, puly/ic transportation and other improvements. Just as this “gray in][ra-
structure” can be improvec/, cities are now searclling far ways to build and
restore the “green inf;astructure " offorests, rivers, wetlands and other
resources. By restoring green infrastructure and in the process emp/oying
current residents, it's possil)/e ][or businesses, government, and communities
to improve the environment while l?ecoming more competitive in the g/al)a/
marketp/ace. By enlzancing qua/ity of/ife and catering to the Jemana’for
green space, cities are better able to attract the new economy businesses that
affer l)igh wage /'o[;s and Jure educated workers.

This QuicL Guide is designec] to lze/p landowners, urban ][orestry practi-
tioners, businesses, po/icymaéers, and community groups access ][ealera/
func]ing and technical assistance in support ofurban and community
forestry projects. While few dedicated sources o][ support exist ][or urban
forestry, there are a variety afprograms that will support projects that
address a wide array of social, economic and eco/ogica/ issues. Urban
forcstry can access such resources Z;y Zaeing the centerpiece of neiglzlaorlzooa’
redeuelopment, /'017 training, business incubation, [Jrown][ie/d remediation and
vacant lot reclamation as open space.

This Quick Guide is not intended to be comprekensive. Rather, it pro-
vides /ecy points of access into possflv/e sources ofsupport. In ada’ition,
this document has cvolved from conversations, experiences, and research
][rom pi/ot projects in the Baltimore and Seattle areas that are creating
models to engage underserved communities in restoring eco/ogica/ health
across metropo/itan /andscapes. This guic]e tlzerefore includes regiana/
resources far the Clzesapea/ee Bay watershed that demonstrate various lev-
els of local support that each region across the country should also have in

some /OY”‘L

GETTING STARTED

Define your most critical {:orestry needs:

Are you a community group trying to address a mix of vacant lots, brown-
fie](ls, and harren streets? Or mayhe you own a property in which inexpen-
sive investments in vegetation could become an asset to your company, mit-
igation against rcgulation, a boon to relations with your community, or a
marketable property for sale as open space? Prioritize the on—the—groun&

outcomes that you want to achieve.
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Identify social and economic issues addressed
]3y your project:

Usrban {orestry is more of a social (liscipline than an
environmental one. Every project has direct impacts on
pcnple — it may create jol)s, raise property va]ues,
reduce putential 1ia1)ility on contaminated sites, reduce
greenhouse gases, mitigate the urban heat island effect,
or even become part of an industrial process to reuse
stormwater for industrial purposes. Knowing all the puMic impacts will be

critical to reaching l)eyon(l traditional {orestry dollars.

Find as many private and in-kind resources as possil)le to sub-
sidize pul:lic investments:

The federal government can be an effective stimulus but is not a reliable
source to sustain any endeavor. Companies have self-interest in investing in
projects on their own properties or in their cities, while residents often vol-
unteer when they can see a direct benefit from their efforts. Such matches
will prove a vested interest from the community in a project's long—term
maintenance. Your ahility to match more than the minimum required l)y
the grant will make your request for funding more competitive. Document
all the free assistance you receive whether it is cash, loaned materials, tech-

nical advice or any other support.

Make contacts with staff in any of the following agencies or
foundations that mig’llt take an interest in your project:
Government employees usuaﬂy will discuss potential projects with imple—
menters. Having someone in an agency support your project can mean the

difference between getting resources and getting lost in a pile of proposals.

FEDERAL RESOURCES
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

U.S. Forest Service

The Forest Service manages pul)/ic lands in natfona/][arests and grass/'anals. Itis

also the /argest forestry research organization in the world, and prouia(es technical

and fr'nancia/ assistance to state and private foresfry agencies.

Urban and Community Forestry (U@CF)

U&Cr program helps state forestry agencies, local and tribal governments,
nonprofits, and the private sector improve natural resource management of
trees and forests in urban areas and community settings. The program does
this })y encouraging and facilitating the active involvement of volunteers in

managing and protecting their community’s natural resources. It also ana-
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lyzes, ctevelops, ciisseminates, and demonstrates scientific information about
protecting, managing, and maintaining community forest resources.

Cost Share Grants for local projects are administered l)y the state
torestry agencies. These funds should be your first stop in searcliing for
federal assistance for local projects. Funds support tree planting proj-
ects, urban forest management plans, education and outreach programs
and a variety of other local projects. Contact:
Www.ts.te(i.us/spt/coop/uct_contact‘state.lltm/

National funds are also available for urban ecosystem restoration
projects, education and outreacli, and research on a competitive basis
tlirougli the National Urban and Community Forestry A(ivisory
Council. Contact: NUCFAC at www.treelinlz.org/nuctac/

On a very limited basis, the U&CF program makes national and
regional investment grants. To apply, you should rlevelop a short pre-
proposal to present and discuss with your regional urban lorestry repre-
sentative from the US Forest Service. Your project must have regional
and/or national signiticance to be competitive. Your best strategy is to
collaborate with the federal coordinator assigne(i to your region.

Contact: www.ts.te(i.us/spt/coop/uct_contactit‘e(i.litm/

Forest Legacy

Development of the nation’s forested areas poses an increasing threat to
maintaining the integrity of the timber protiucts, wildlife lial)itat, soil and
watershed protection, aestlletics, and recreational opportunities that intact
forestlands proviate. The Forest Legacy Program supports state efforts to pro-
tect environmentally sensitive forestlands tl-irougl'i acquisition of partial

. . . . ~
interests in private torests, such as conservation easements. Contact:

Cooperative Forestry, 202-205-1469. www.ts.ted.us/spt/coop/

Private Landowner Assistance

A number of programs offer non-industrial private forest (NIPF) landowners
(primarily rural) an incentive to plant and maintain forests. By provi(iing
landowners the opportunity to (ietray the costs of malzing such long-term
investments, these programs can overcome a historical reluctance to replant or
maintain private forests. Such programs include the Forestry Incentives
Program, the Forest Stewardship Program, and in the new Farm Bill, the
Forest Land Enhancement Program. Contact: your State Forester or the

Cooperative Foresiry staff at www.fs.fed. us/spf/coop/

The Natural Resources Conservation Service

(NRCS)

NRCS provia’es /eaa’erslzip ina partnersltip e/fort to lze/p peap/e conserve, main-
tain, and improve our natural resources and environment. The fa//owing programs
are prfma‘ﬂ'/y app/ical:/e to rural landowners but can Z)eneﬁt urban fringe landowners

or [79 usec]far url)an waterslzea] management on rura/ /a}’ZJS.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

This voluntary program l'lelps private landowners address natural resource prol)—
lems that threaten environmental quality. First, EQIP compensates landown-
ers for the lack of market incentive to invest in pul’)lic goods, such as watershed
and wildlife protection. Seconci, it encourages landowners to make long—term
investments in maintaining the natural resource base. The program targets
waterslie(is, regions, and areas of special environmental sensitivity or other
areas tacing signiticant soil, water, or related natural resources concerns.
Contact: National EQIP Program Manager, 202-720-1840, or

WWW.ILICS, gov/ programs/ eqip/

Wetlands Reserve Prog‘ram (WRP)

The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a voluntary program that offers
financial support to landowners” wetlands restoration and protection projects.
WRP authorizes the federal government to obtain conservation easements
from lanciowners, and provicles cost-share payments for wetlands rehabilitation
practices. WRP allows and encourages tree plantings that are primarily focused
upon wetland rehabilitation. Cost share of up to 50% of project cost is avail-
able to landowners transterring 30-year easements to the government; rates of
between 75 and 100% may be available in support of projects undertaken on
permanent easements. Fven after enactment of easements, the landowner con-
trols access to the property.

Sale or donation of WRP easements may provi{ie landowners with a
variety of tax benefits, incluciing reduction in and velorum tax liatyility
and capitol gains/losses. Contact: the Conservation and Environmental
Protection Division of NRCS (www.nres.gov), or your local NRCS

Conservationist http://oHtices.usda.gov/scripts/nd
ISAPLdl/oip_public/USA map

Small Watershed Program (or Watershed Protection and Flood
Prevention Program)

This program provi(ies technical and financial assistance to address resource and
related economic protylems on a watershed basis. Projects related to watershed
protection, flood prevention, water supply, water quality, erosion and sediment
control, wetland creation and restoration, fish and wildlife habitat enliancement,
and pul)lic recreation are eligit)le for assistance. Technical and financial assistance
is also available for planning and installation of works of improvement to protect,
Lievelop, and use land and water resources in small watersheds. Contact: your

state Natural Resources Conservation Service ot‘tice, or www.ftw.nres.usda.

gov/ programs.litml or aspe.os.(ll-ills.gov/ ct(ia/ p109044.l1tm

Cooperative State Researcll, E(].ucation,
and Extension Service (CSREES)

CSREES provia’es ][isca/ resources that allow /anJ-grant universities to more ﬁx//y

engage in urban ecosystem issues tlirouglz research and educational outreach. ney
support base programs and national initiatives that lle/p pmvide direction ][or educa-
tional programming and dissemination af research across the country. There are
seven major areas in which the Cooperative Extension Service pravic[es educational
pragrammr'ng: 4°H and yout}z Jeve/opment, agricu/ture, community resources amj
economic aleve/opment, fami/y aleve/opment and resource management, /eadership
ana/ vo/unteer a’eve/apment, natura/ resources and environmenta/ management,
nutrition, diet, anal ltea/tlz. Contact: Coopemtive Extension is bcatec{ in every state
and housed at /am]—grant universities (i.e. University anary]am], Cornell
University, Miclzigan State University).

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Economic Development Administration (EDA)

EDA’s mission is to enhance community success in attracting private capita/

investment and lucrative jal? opportunities. EDA is guia’ea/ Z)y the basic princip/e
that distressed communities must be zmpowereal to a’eue/op and imp/ement their
own economic aleve/apment and revitalization strategies.

The Public Works Development Facilities Program

This program empowers distressed communities in economic decline to revital-
ize, expancl, and upgracle their pliysical infrastructure to attract new industry,

encourage business expansion, cliversity local economies, and generate or retain
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long-term, private sector joi)s and investment. These investments support a
variety of specitic economic development strategies incluciing natural disaster
mitigation and redevelopment of brownfield sites. Contact:

www.osec.doc. gov/ eda/html/ pwprog htm

Economic Adjustment Program

The Economic Acljustment Program assists state and local interests in clesign—
ing and implementing strategies to a(i]'ust or t)ring about cliange to an econo-
my. This program could be of special interest to businesses or city agencies try-
ing to reclevelop an impoverisl’ie(i area tllrougli cievelopment of an ecological
industrial parlz, seelzing to incorporate such clesign into a landscape, or clevelop—
ing/attracting urban torestry businesses in a disadvantageci community.

Contact: www.osec.(ioc.gov/e(ia/l'itml/econa(ij.litm

University Center Program

This is a federal/academic partncrsliip that makes resources at institutions of
l'iigtler education available to the economic cievelopment community. Resources
include taculty, statt, stucients, latioratories, and computer systems. University
Centers gcnerally work with units of local government and nonprotit organiza-
tions. Some University Centers target their efforts on tecl-mology transfer
assistance to small- and medium-sized firms. For example, a Center miglit lielp
a firm reciesign a procluct to meet a specitic standar(i, to i(ientity energy savings
improvements, or to solve a technical or engineering prol)lern in a manufactur-

ing process.

National Oceanog‘rapl'iic and Atmosplleric
Administration (NOAA)

NOAA's mission is to describe and preatict clzanges in the Earth's environment,
and conserve and wise/y manage the nation's coastal and marine resources.

NOAA has to balance both economic and eco/ogica/ uses.

Coastal Services Center Cooperative Agreements (CSC)

The goal of CSC is to huild capalailities tlirougliout the nation to address
pressing issues of coastal health and cl-iange t)y conserving coastal environ-
ments and promoting efficient and sustainable commercial and residential
clevelopment. This program focuses laeyon(i site—specitic projects, so may not be
appiical’»ie unless your site falls within a larger planning area. CSC focuses on
lan(iscapc characterization and restoration, integration and (ievelopment,
coastal ciiange analysis, coastal tectmology services, and special projects.

Contact: WWW.CSC.N0aa. g0V or aspe.os.(ililis,gov/ctria/pi1473.l1tm

Community-Basect Restoration Program (CRP)

CRP empl'iasizes the use of a grassroots, l')ottom»up approactl to restoring
tisliery habitat across coastal America. The program’s olnjective is to t»ring
togetlier citizen groups, pul:)lic and nonprotit organizations, inclustry, busi-
nesses, stu(ients, lan(iowners, and government agencies to implement habitat
restoration projects that benefit living marine resources. Projects migtit
include restoring wetlands and other coastal habitats and improving fish pas-
sage and hahitat quality for anadromous species (tl'iose that travel between

fresh and salt water). Contact: www.nmts.noaa.gov/liatyitat/restoration or

aspe.os.dhhs.gov/cfda/p11463 htm

Small Business Administration (SBA)

The SBA proz;iales America’s small business with technical ana’fi’nancia/ support
)(rom the featzra/ government.

Pollution Control Loans

Pollution Control Loans are intended to provi(ie loan guarantees to eligit)le
small businesses for tinancing the planning, ciesign, or installation of a pollu—
tion control tacility. This tacility must prevent, re(iuce, al)ate, or control any
form of pollution, incluciing recycling. Bioremediation tectinologies, inclu(iing
wetlan(is, are means of cioing just that. SBA can guarantee up to $l,000,000
for Pollution Control Loans to eligiiile businesses. Contact:

www.sl'ia.gov/tinancing/trpollute.litml#general

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Army Corps of Engineers

The Army Corp ofEngineers' mission is to pmvia’e qua/ity, responsive engineer-

ing services to the nation. This 1'nc/uc]es p/anning, atesfgnfng, Zmi/c/ing, and oper-
ating water resources and other civil works projects for navigation, ﬂooat cantrol,
environmental protection, efc. and provic]e construction and management opera-

tons for the Department af Defense and other fedam/ agencies.

Flood Plain Management Services (FPMS)

This program supports comprel'iensive flood plain management planning with
technical services and planning guictance at appropriate government levels,
tlierel)y encouraging and gviriing agencies toward pru(ient use of the nation’s
flood plains for the benefit of the national econorny, the environment, and wel-
fare. Upon request, the FPMS program provi(ies a full range of technical
services and planning guiciance on floods and flood vplain issues within the
broad umbrella of flood plain management. With the exception of
requests from the private sector and other Federal agencies, services are
funded l)y the Corps of Engineers. Contact:

www.usace.army.mil/in(iex.l'itm

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

EPA’s mission is to protect human health and to saf;zguara’ the natural environ-
ment — air, water, and land — upon which /1fe a’epenals.

Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response

Brownfield Site Assessment Pilots

A site assessment is EPA’'s means of evaluating a hazardous waste site’s level of
contamination and potential for cleanup. From these results, a hazardous
ranlzing is established. This ranlzing will determine whether the site is included
on the National Priorities List and made eligil)le for Supertun(i cleanup. States
are granteci pilot tuncling. Contact: your State environmental agency for more

intormation, or www.nmts.noaa.gov/lial')itat/restoration/community

Supertund Technical Assistance Grants for Citizen Groups at
Priority Sites

This grant program provi(ies funds to community groups to permit them to
hire technical advisors who can assist the groups in interpreting technical infor-
mation concerning the assessment of potential hazards and selection and
ciesign of appropriate remedies at sites eligil)le for cleanup under the Supertund
Program. Funds can be used at sites listed or propose(i for the National
Priorities List (NPL) where cleanup is under way. The recipient group must be
incorporate(i to receive funds. Contact: EPA's Office of Emergency and
Remedial Rcsponse, l‘ittp://aspe.os.(ilitis.gov/CFDA/pééSOf).l'itm.
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Brownfield Clean Up Revolving Loan Fund Pilots

The ol)jective of the loan fund is to facilitate cleanup of brownfield sites con-
taminated with hazardous substances Iny (lirecting special efforts toward coordi-
nating public and private brownfields clcanup efforts at the federal, state, and
local levels. Brownfield revolving loan fund grants enable states, counties,
municipalities, and tribes to make low-interest funds available to facilitate the
cleanup and redevelopment of brownfield properties. Contact: U.S. EPA-
OSWER, Qutreach and Special Projects staff (202) 260-4039 or the
RCRA/Superfund Hotline at: (800) 424-9346 or visit the EPA Brownfields

website at: www.epa.gov/brownfields

Brownfield Iol) Training and Development Pilot Projects

When dealing with contamination and derelict lands, a workforce with special
skills and certifications is rcquircd. These pilot projects provide $200,000 to
help brownfield communities train and certi[y underserved residents for brown-
field remediation and restoration jole. Contact: your regional EPA office at

www.epa.gov/ epahome/ whereyoulive‘htm.

Environmental Justice Grants to Small Community Groups
This grant program provides financial assistance to community-base(] organiza-
tions and tribal governments to support projects that design, demonstmte, or
disseminate practices, metllocls, or ’techniques related to environmental justice
on the local level. Grants may be used for (1) education and awareness pro-
grams, (2) environmental justice programs (e.g., river monitoring and pouution
prevention), (3) technical assistance in accessing available puHic information,
and (4) technical assistance with gathering and interpreting existing environ-
mental justice data. Contact: EPA’s Office of Environmental Justice 800-
962-6215, environmental»justice—epa(@epa.gov; es.epa.gov/cltda/p666()44.htm

Capitalization Grants for Clean Water State Revolving’ Loan
Funds

This program provi(les capitalization grants {rom EPA to states to capitalizc a
revolving loan fund for wastewater infrastructure projects inclu(ling pul’)]icly
owned treatment worlzs, non-point source water quality projects, and estuary
projects. While traditionally used to build wastewater treatment facilities,
loans arc used incrcasingly for other water quality management activities such
as agricul’[ure, si]vl’culture, rural and urban runoff contml; estuary improve-
ment projects, wet weather flow control including stormwater and sewer over-
ﬂows; alternative wastewater treatment technologies; and nontraditional proj-
ects such as landfills and riparian buffers. Contact: your state environmental
agency to see if your state has received such funding or

www.epa. g()v/region4/water/pgtal)/cleanwatersx{.lltml

Water Quality Cooperative Agreement

Grants are provided to support the creation of unique and new approac])es to
meeting stormwater, sanitary sewer, and combined sewer outﬂows, ]oiosolicls,
and pretreatment requirements. Eligi]a]e projects include researcl'l, investiga-
tions, experiments, training, Aemonstrations, surveys, and studies related to
the causes, effects, extent, and prevention of poﬂution. State water pollution
control agencies, interstate agencies, local pul)lic agencies, Indian tri})es, non-
profit institutions, organizations, and individuals are eligi]ole. Contact:

www.epa. gov/ owow/ watershe(l/ wacaclemy/ {’un(l/ wqagree html

Watershed Assistance Grants
EPA establishes a cooperative agreement with one or more nonprofit organiza-

tions or other eligi}:»le entities to support watershed partnership organizational

cleve]opment and long—term effectiveness. Funding supports organizational
development and capacity })uilding for watershed partnerships with diverse
meml’;ership. Nonproﬁts, tri})es, and local governments are e]igi]ale. Maximum
funds for individual watershed partnership: $30,000. Contact: U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds
(202) 260-4538 or.www.Iivernetworlz.org/howwecanhelp/howwag‘C£m#wag.

Wetlands Proglram Development Grants

These provi(le financial assistance to support development of new, or augmen-
tation and enhancement of existing, wetland programs. Projects must clearly
demonstrate a direct link to an increase in the state’s, tri]ae's, or local govern-
ment’s al’wility to protect its wetland resources. States, federaﬂy recognizecl
Indian tribes, local governments, and intergovernmental organizations are eli-
gible. Contact: EPA’s regional wetland coordinator Hotline (800) 832-7823

wetlands hotline@epa.gov or www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/2002grant/ or
aspe.os.dhhs.gov/cfda/p6646 1. htm

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT (HUD)

HUD'’s mission is to create a Jecent, safe, and sanitary home and suitable /iving
cnvironmentfor every American l)y creating opportunities for lzomeawnerslzip, pro-
uiding lwusing assistance for low-income persons, improving a/{][arJaL/e lzausing,
erz}[arcing ]'/air Iwusing /aws, Ae/ping the lzome/ess, spurring economic growtlz in dis-
tressed neiglzbor]maa’s, and Le/ping communities meet their a/eve]opment needs. For
an app/icatr'on kit andfor guia’elvoole to all HUD programs, p/ease contact the
SuperNOFA [nformatian Center at 1-800-HUD-8020.

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)

CDBGs are given to cities, towns, and states to meet local community
(levelopmen’c priorities and ol)jectives‘ They are routinely used to rchabilitate
housing, improve infrastructure, acquire property, finance the creation of
parles and other pul’)lic space improvements, remove Lligh’cecl buildings, pro-
vide ]0]3 training and business incubation £unding, assemble land to attract
})usinesses, provicle pul)lic services for youth and seniors, fund planning and
a(lministrative expenses, antl J;inmme revo]ving loan £un(194 Funds are (mly
lunneled tlnougll government agencies, s0 partnerships with the city must
be developecl in order for community organizations to utilize CDBG grants.
Contact: Community Connections at (800) 998-9999, or
Www.hucl.gov/pmgtlcsc/cd})gentc{m

Section 108 Loan Guarantee Prog’ram.

This program allows state and local governments participating in the
CDBG program to obtain federa“_v guarantee(l loans to help fuel large eco-
nomic (levelopment projects and other revitalization activities. It allows
them to transform a small portion of their CDBG funds into £ederally
guaranteed loans 1argc cnough to pursue physical and economic revitaliza-

tion projects that can help renew entire neigh]sorhoods.

Brownfields Economic Development Initiative (BEDI)

BEDI provides funds and loan guarantees to clean up and redevelop envi-
ronmenta“y contaminated industrial and commercial sites, commonly
known as “brownfields.” This funding must be combined with Section 108
loan guarantees. [t provides vital assistance for local efforts to Legin
reclaiming brownfields. HUD is worlzing closely with the Environmental
Protection Agency, Economic Development Aclministra’tion, and the U.S.
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Army Corps of Engineers in Brownfields Showcase Communities to develop
models for returning brownfields to pro(luctive uses for housing, ]oL cre-

ation, and open space. Contact: (800) HUD-8929; Www.hucl.gov/prog(le—

SC/]:)IOWD{.C{I’H

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

The U.S. Fish and W/a’/lf’e Service’s mission is to work with others to conserve, pro-
tect and enhance ﬁsl1, w:/a’/;fe and p/ants and their habitats for the continuing Z)eneﬁt
of the American peop/e. The Service manages the 03 million-acre National W/d/lfe
Re][uge System and thousands afsma]/ wetlands and other specia/ management

areas. It also has several mechanisms for assisting vo/untary habitat a[eue/apment on

private lands and fustcring aquatic conservation.

North American Wetlands Conservation Act Grants Program
Tl}e North American Wetlan(ls Conservation Act 01( 1989 provi(les matching
grants to carry out wetlands conservation projects in the United States, Canacla,
and Mexico. Both the Standard and Small Grants programs help deliver {un(]ing
to on—the—grouncl projects throug}l the protection, restoration, or enhancement of
wetland habitats.

Public or private, profit or nonprofit entities or individuals establish-
ing pu})lic~private sector partnerships are eligible. Average grants range
from a standard of $50,000 to $1 million; cost-share partners must
match grant funds 1:1 with U.S. nonfederal dollars. Contact: Wetlands
Office at (703) 358-1784. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s North
American Waterfowl and Wetlands Office at (703) 358-1784.

www.fws.gov/rOnawwo/granpro.html

Coastal Wetlands Planning’, Protection, and Restoration Act
Program

The Fish and Wildlife Service pmvi(les matching grants for acquisition,
restoration, management, or enhancement of coastal wetlands. Funcling for the
program comes from excise taxes on ﬁshing equipment and motorhoat and
small engine {uels. States that border the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, Pacific,
and Great Lakes are eligﬂ)le. The one exception is Louisiana, which has its
own coastal wetlands program under the Act. Also cligilu]e are the Trust
Territories and Commonwealths of the United States. Contact: Fish and
Wildlife Service, Chief, Division of Federal Aid at (703) 358-2156 or Chief,
Division of Fish and Wildlife Management and Habitat Restoration at (703)
358-1718. l'lttp://fa.r().£ws.gov/cw/cw_ju197.html

National Park Service

The National Park Service preserves unimpairea/ the natural and cultural resources
and values af the national park system ][or the enjoyment, education, and inspira-

tion of this analfuture generations.

The Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program

The Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program is an outreach pro-
gram of the National Park Service. It can lend skills in planning, design, and
organizing to your community, and help your group create such assets as
greenways, parlzs, trails, accessible and clean rivers, and access to historical
sites. The program works in partnership with landowners, local business own-
ers, agencies, and private groups in Delaware, Maryland, New ]ersey,

Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia. Nine other offices provicle services

nationwide. Contact: www.nps.gov/chal/rtca/intro.htm.

Land and Water Conservation Fund (L@WCF)

Through profits derived from offshore oil driﬂing, the L&WCF program pro-
vides matching grants to state and local governments for the acquisition and
development of pu]:)lic outdoor recreation areas and facilities. The program is
intended to create and maintain a nationwide legacy of higl—x quality recreation
areas and facilities and to stimulate nonfederal investments in the protection
and maintenance of recreation resources across the United States. Contact:

your local division of recreation and parlzs, or www.ncrc.nps.gov/programs/lwcf/

Urban Park and Recreation Recovery (UPARR) Prog’ram
UPARR provi&es matching grants and technical assistance clirectly to econom-
ica“y distressed urban communities for rehabilitation of cri’cically needed recre-
ation facilities. Grants range from about $4‘0,000 to $1,000,000 and are
available in three ways: rchabilitation, innovation, and planning.
Rehabilitation grants are used to renovate existing recreation facilities.
Innovative grants are usuaﬂy smaller and used for specific activities that
increase recreation programs or improve government ef{iciency. Planning
grants provicle funds for cleveloping a National Park Service—approved Recovery
Action Program plan, which is a prerequisite fora jurisdiction to receive the
other two grant types. Contact: www.nps.gov/PROGRAMS/UPRR/pro-
gram_inbrief.html

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT)
This a’epanfment serves the United States Ly ensuring a fast, safe, eﬂ;'cient, acces-
sible and convenient transportation system that meets vital national interests and

enhances the qua/ity of/ife af the American peop/e, toa]ay and into the future.

Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21)
TEA-21 funds numerous transportation programs to improve the nation’s
transportation in{rastructure, enhance economic grow‘ch, and protect the envi-
ronment. States may now spend up to 20% of their Surface Transportation
Fund (STP) dollars for environmental restoration and pollution abatement
projects, including the construction of storm water treatment systems.
Additionally, each state sets aside about 10% of STP funds for transportation
enhancement projects, which can include acquisition of conservation and sce-
nic easements, wetland mitigation, and pouution a})atcmcnt, as well as scenic
beautification, pecles’trian and ]'Jicycle trails, archaeological planning, and his-
toric preservation. These transportation enhancement funds are available for
pulﬁlic or private, profit or nonprofit entities or imlivi(luals, local government
agencies, universities, coﬂeges, technical schools, and institutes. Contact: your

local or state Department of Transportation office.

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
ADMINISTRATION (FEMA)

FEMA is an indepenc[ent agency reporting to the President and tasked with
respona’ing to, p/anning ][or, recovering )[rom, and mitigating against man-made and

natural disasters.

Accorcling to FEMA, a sustainable community is one that makes more effi-
cient use of its land. Such land-use decisions tend to emphasize open space
planning such as greenways, parlzs, and landscaping. Sustainable communities
also take a(lvantage of underutilized urban areas and encourage infill and

brownfield &evelopment Preserving the integrity of }Jiological and pl’xysical sys-
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tems is the most important environmental indicator of sustainai)iii’cy. This
involves iimiting degra(iation of the environment and preserving natural sys-
tems such as wetlands and Hoocipiainsi The ioiiowing programs are available to
communities to iieip prevent disasters and to recover from disasters. Contact:

www.fema. gov

Flood Mitigation Assistance Program (FMA)

This is a state-run program. Altiiougii individuals cannot appiy (iircctiy for
FMA i:uncis, their local government may submit an application on their behalf.

Community Assistance Program (CAP)
The CAP is intended to i[ientiiy, prevent, and resolve ﬂoodpiain management
issues in participating communities before they (ieveiop into proi)iems requiring

enforcement action.

Mitigation Technical Assistance Programs
These programs provi(ie the technical support that is necessary to mitigate
against polentiai loss of lives and minimize the amount of damage as a result
of a natural disaster.

The Hazard Mitigation Tochnical Assistance Program

The Wind and Water Tochnical Assistance Program

JOINT CENTER FOR SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES

An initiative [J_l/ the United States Con][erence ofMayars and the National
Association a][ Counties, the overall gua/ o][ the Joint Center is to provia/e local elect-
ed oﬁ[icia/s with assistance in using the pa/icies and tools necessary )[or creating

sustainable communities.

In particular, local elected officials who are interested in iin(iing more cost-
effective and comprehensive ways to address such issues as transportation man-
agement, brownfields revitaiizati(m, environmental protection, energy conserva-
tion, jOl’J training and pui)iic saietyi To this cn(i, the Joint Center, which is
funded ]1y six federal agencies—DOT, USDA, DOC, DOE, EPA, and HUD,
is provi(iing technical assistance, training, sustainable deveiopmeni literature
and Inateriais, and i:umling toward community visioning (or collaborative pian»
ning). Contact: Joint Center at the National Association of Counties, phone
(202) 661-8805; www.naco.org.

AN EXAMPLE OF REGIONA
E RE%%URCE% -

CHESAPEAKE BAY (MARYLAND)

Eaclz region of tlze country Ims numerous /oca/, state, ana]fez]era/ programs con-
triéuting to eco/ogica/ management. Sometimes these regions are iJentifieJ l)y natu-
ral Zaoum;/an'es, such as the Great Lakes waterslzcd, Galveston Bay, or the Puget
Sound, cther times Z)y state boundaries. Unique partnerslflips in the Clzesapealee
Bay watershed have driven innovative fea/em/, state, /oca/, and private partnersllips
protecting the eco/agy of the Bay. Programs contriéuting to this eﬁ[ort inchude:

Maryland's Smart Growth and Neig}ii)orhood Conservation
Program
This program is a collection of initiatives that aim to direct state resources to

reVitaiize oi(ier cleveiopeti areas, preserve Maryiand’s most Vaiuai)ie resource an(i

open space iancls, and (iiscourage the continuation of sprawiing (ieveiopment
into our rural areas. It is divided into
* Priority Funding Areas — funnels iun(iing into existing or pianne(i
communities
* Rural Legacy — purchases conservation easements for open space
and agricuiturai protection.
* Brownfields — limits iiabiiity for redevciopcrs and includes the pro-
grams described below
*Live Near Your Work
*Job Creation Tax Credit
Contact: www.op.state.mci.us/smartgrowtii/

Program Open Space (POS)
POS isa na’cimmiiy YOCOglliZC(i program pmvi(iing dedicated funds for
iViaryiam.iys state and local parlzs and conservation areas. Almost all of the land
purciiase(i ixy the DNR in Maryian(i in the last 32 years was funded at least in
part tiirougii POS. Tociay there are more than 4,000 individual county and
municipai parizs and conservation areas that exist because of the program,
Local jurisdictions interested in oivtaining financial assistance
tiirougi'l this partnersiiip program should contact the office that is
responsii)ie for a(iministering this program at the state level. In
Maryian(i, Contact: Program Open Space, Department of Natural
Resources, Tawes State Office Building, Annapoiis, MD 21401, (410)
974—3581; www.zinr.state.m(iius/pos.iii:mi

Marylan(l's Voluntary C]eanup Program (VCP)

Maryiami's VCP has proven to be one of the countryys most successful pro-
active means of cieaning hrownfields and getting them back into pm(iuctive
use. Administered i')y the J\'imyian(i Department of the Environment (MDE),
the VCP streamlines the environmental cieanup process {or sites, usuaiiy
industrial or commercial properties, which are contaminated or perceiveti to he
contaminated. The VCP offers a iiai)ility release for businesses that “vol-
unteer” to clean up hazardous waste to MDE’s speciiications. Any site
that is contaminated or perceive(i to be contaminated, tilougil not on the
national priority list, is eiigii)ie. The iiai)iiily release is particuiariy strong
for innocent purciiasers of brownfields and gives lenders broad exemption
{rom iiaiiiiiiy as well. Cicanup standards are anijustmi to be appropriale to
the pianned use of the property. Contact: www.mde.state.md.us/environ-
ment/was/brownfields/

Brownfields Site Assessment Initiative
No matter the end use, the first step necessary to recicveioping a site that is
(ieiinitciy or potentiaiiy contaminated is to have a Phase | and Phase I1 assess-
ment done of it. Phase I assessments look at the iiistory of a site’s uses and
identifics contaminants that could be on-site. Phase 11 assessments are more
in—(ieptii on site anaiyscs that include soil sampiing to i(ientiiy exactiy what
contaminants, if any, exist and where tiiey are.

Through the assessments, MDE will assess the contamination levels of
a property at no cost to the landowner or prospective i)uyer. This free assess-
ment also reduces the costs associated with an appiication to the Voiuntary
Cieanup Program. Contact: {410) 631-3493 or visit:

iittp:/ s Www.m(ie.state.m(i.us/ environment/was/) brownfields

Brownfields Revitalization Incentive Program (BRIP)
BRIP, manage(i i')y the Department of Business and Economic Deveiopmcnt,

provides economic incentives such as ioans, grants, and property tax credits to
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clean up and devclop certain properties. An applicant must submit a complete&
VCPp application to the Marylancl Department of Business and Economic
Development (l{ there is oil contamination, the applicant must submit an
MDE Qil Control Program approvecl plan) and a general {:inancing applica»

tion. Contact: www.m(le.state.m(l.us/environment/was/]:)rownfields/

Brownfields Tax Credits

A site that quali{ies for incentives from the Department of Business and
Economic Development's BRIP automatically qualifies for real property tax
credits as well. The site must be located in a jurisdiction that has elected to
participate in BRIP and must be owned Ly an inculpal)le person or an inno-
cent purchaser. For & years after cleanup of the site {could be 10 years in
Enterprise Zones) the site will qualify for a real property tax credit between 50
and 70% of the increased value for the site. This credit combined with other
real property tax credits, may not exceed 100% of the tax on the increased

value of the site. Contact: www.m(le.statc.md.u:‘/el1\'ir(>mneuL/Was/ln'owx1{ic1ds/

NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE
FOUNDATION

The National Fish and W/a”rfe Foundation conserves hea/tlzy popu/ations offisll,
wi/a’/rfe and p/ants, on Jand and in the sea, ilzrouglt creative and respectfu/ partner-
sl1ips, sustainable so/utions, and better education. The Foundation meets these
goa/s l)y awanfing clm//enge grants to projects Z?enefitr'ng conservation education,
habitat protection and restoration, and natural resource management. leey are
one examp/e ofa national entity with regiana/ programs. Contact: www. nfwf.org /or

infarmation about the fo//owing programs:

Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants Program

The Small Watershed Grants Program provi(les grants to organizations
wor]zing on a local level to protect and improve watersheds in the
Cl’lesapealze Bay basin, while I)uilding citizen-based resource stewar(lship.
The purpose of the grants program is to address the water quality and living
resource needs of the Chesapeal&e Bay ecosystem. Under the 2002
Cl’lesapealze Bay Small Watershed Grants ngram, grants of up to
$50,000 were awarded on a competitive basis.

Community Legacy Grants initiative

A new extension of the previous grant program, Community Legacy is
intended to encourage the establishment of partnerships that will create a
conservation legacy in communities throughout the Chesapea]@e Bay water-
shed. As envisioned under the Cl’lesapeal&e 2000 Agreement, this legacy
includes al)un(lant, diverse populations of fish, wildlife, and plants, fed ]:)y
healthy streams and rivers, sustaining strong local and regional economies,
and the area’s unique quality of life. Five grants of up to $100,000 will be
awarded to truly innovative projects that restore vital fish and wildlife habi-
tats, (levelop Iocauy-supportecl watershed management plans, or promote

environmentaﬂy—sensitive clevelopmen’c.

THE CHESAPEAKE BAY PROGRAM

The Clnzsapeake Bay Program is a unique regr'ana/ partnersl;ip that has led
and directed the restoration o)[ the Clzesapea»(’e Bay since 1083. Since its incep-
tion, the Bay Program’s lziglzest priority has been the restoration of the Bay's
/iuing resources. Improvements include ffsheries and habitat restoration, recovery

of Bay grasses, nutrient and toxic reductions, and sigm'fr'cant advances in estu-

arine science.

Crants are awarded for implementing projects, as well as for research, monitor-
ing, and other related activities. EPA awarded 23 grants in FY99, ranging
from $5,000 to $2,739,000 with a median of $300,000. Contact:

www.chesapea]ge]say.net.

Businesses for the Bay (B4B)
B4Bisa voluntary team of forwarcl-looleing I)usinesses, indus’cries, government
facilities and other organizations within the Chesapealae Bay watershed. They
are committed to implementing pouution prevention in daily operations and
re(lucing releases of chemical contaminants and other wastes to the Cl’lesapealze
Bay. Benefits of joining the Businesses for the Bay Team are:

*Cost savings through pollution prevention.

* Positive pul’)licity and recognition.

* Access to the LusinessAto-l)usiness Mentor Program ancl free,

technical assistance.

.Use O£ Businesscs {or the Bay log() on y()ul' C(’rreSpOIlde]]Ce

'Standing out among your competitors.

’Eligihih‘cy for the prestigious Businesses for the Bay Excellence Awards.

'Networlzing at the Businesses for the Bay Annual Meeting.

*A cleaner, healthier Bay for all.
Contact: www.chesapea]ael)ay.net/bél«bay.htm

THE PARKS & PEOPLE FOUNDATION

Parks & People Foundation has worked since 1984 to improve the quality of
life in Baltimore's neighkorl—;oods. Tl’ley have worked with partners in the com-
munity to clevelop innovative solutions to issues {acing Baltimore including the
restoration of neighlaorhoods and their natural resources as well as the academ-
ic enrichment and motivation of children. This Baltimore nonprofit provitles
grants and assistance to neighborhood and community groups for community

forestry projects in the city. Contact: www.parlzsandpeople.org

CHESAPEAKE RELEAF

American Forests, the nation’s oldest citizen's conservation organization, and
the Forest Service have partnere(l to pmvide grants to forest practitioners in
urban and rural communities that are implementing on-the—ground forest
restoration or education projects in the Chesapealee Bay watershed. This pul’)li—
cation in conjunction with worlzshops is one example. Contact: www.ameri-

canfores’cs.org

Aclznowledg’ments and Credits
Written by: lan Lealzy

This Quic/e Guide was made passil)/e tlzrouglz financia/ support fram the
Natfana/ Tree Trust, tluz Ckesapea/ee ReLeafprogram ofAmerican Forests,
and the Ford Foundation. It was written in consultation with Alice Fwen
Walker af the National Alliance far Community Trees, Karen Fedor with
American Forests’ Global ReLeaf, and Gerald Gray with American Forests’
Po/icy Center. The “Quic/e Guide” pu[z/ications are one in a series a)[po/icy
tools a]eve/opea’ l)y the Communities Committee af the Seventll American
Forest Cangress. Please direct comments to the Url)an/Rura/ Task Group
members below. To join the Communities Committee or this task group, p/ease

visit www.communitiescommittee.org or contact the fa//owing peap/e:
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Url)an / Rural TaSlQ Group Meml)ers:

Eleanor Torres Zu Hua Ning
Chair Urban/Rural Task Group Southern University
Integtatecl Infrastructures, Inc. zning@su.jags.sul)r.edu

e’thnodiver@aoLcom

Bryant Smith
Jim Beil Baltimore Ecosystem Study
New York D.E.C. urbanartsins@aol.com
jaheil@gw.(lec‘state‘ny.us

Rodney Stone

Gerry Gray USDA Forest Service
American Forests Southern U niversity
ggray@amfor‘org Rstone03@fs.fed.us
lan Leal’ly Alice-Ewen Walker
American Forests National Alliance for
ileahy@amfor.org Community Trees

alice@actrees.org

This Quick Guide is a Joint pub/ication of the Communities Committee of the

Seventh American Forest Cangress and American Forests.

Financial and technical support is provicle& I)y:
¢ The National Tree Trust
¢ The National Alliance for Community Trees
d Chesapealze ReLea£ a partnersl'xip between the U.S. Forest

Service’s State and Private Forestry and American Forests
¢ The Ford Foundation

To request additional copies, please contact:
lan Leahy, Urban/ Rural Program Manager or

Gerry Gray, Vice President for Forest Policy

American Forests

P.O. Box 2000

Washington, DC 20013

Bulk orders of this or previous Quicle Guides can be purchased for a minimal
charge. Smaller quantities are provicled free.

Available Quic]@ Guides: Understancling Wasl’lington, DC: A Power Map, The
Appropriations Process, Media Strategies for Community Practitioners, the
Federal Buclget Process, Wildfire Management and Forest County Payments,
and Conclucting a Congressional Field Tour.

Communities and Forests/ Quicle Guide
Communities Commmittee of the

Seventh American Forest Congress

919 Elk Park Road

Columbia Falls, MT 59912




